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d'authorite; plus d'authorite, plus de foi.' It is
the bitter protest of the medievalist against the
Eevolution. Doubt is sin, and to prevent its birth
we must form a political system in which it shall
have no place. The antithesis of doubt is faith
and faith must be imposed. It must come from
without, and authority is therefore its inevitable
accompaniment while sovereignty is no more than
its full expression in political terms. It is, too,
clear why he desired unity so deeply. Where men
begin to differ change must result; and change is
the child of that discussion which can be born only
of scepticism. We recognise the medievalism of
an attitude which is clearly identifying heresy
with rebellion and finding therein political reason
for its suppression. So long as there is unity there
is peace which is the sole guarantee of survival.
De Maistre can not doubt that the guarantee of a
continuance of political life is the erection of a
system impermeable to the currents of change.
Man's truest ideas are the primeval feelings of
his heart, and he could see no adequate ground
for their discussion. Herein is the result of his
experiences of the eighteenth century; for to deny
the value of reason and of argument is to deny the
fundamental purpose for which it conceived itself
to exist.28 He opposes the splendour of a stable
civilisation to the bewildering variety for which the
age in which he lived stood sponsor. For in that
^variety is involved a denial of the sovereignty of
as Cf. Faguet, op. ctt., p. 15.